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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1, 2, 3, and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
U.S. Patent 6,813,038 by Kadowaki. 

Regarding claim 1, Kadowaki teaches an image forming device comprising: an 
image forming section for forming an image corresponding to image data on a recording 
sheet (Column 4, lines 18-29); a storing section capable of storing and accumulating a 
plurality of jobs including image data of one or a plurality of images (Column 3, lines 47- 
52; Figure 1, 10); a job combination instructing section for arbitrarily selecting a 
combination of jobs from among the jobs accumulated in the storing section and 
instructing to combine the selected plurality of jobs (Column 14, lines 14-31); and an 
image formation control means for reading out the jobs that have been designated to be 
combined by the job combination instructing section from the storing section and giving 
them to the image forming section (Column 14, lines 14-31). 

Regarding claim 2, Kadowaki teaches an image forming device according to 
claim 1 , further comprising: an image scanning section for scanning an image of a 
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document; and job storage control means for writing image data of a series of 
documents that have been sequentially fed to the image scanning section in the storing 
section as one job (Column 13, lines 37-53). 

Regarding claim 3, Kadowaki teaches an image forming device according to 
claim 2, further comprising: an automatic document feeder for automatically feeding one 
or a plurality of document sheets to the image scanning section, wherein the job storage 
control means write image data of a series of document sheets that have been set in 
the automatic document feeder and automatically fed to the image scanning section in 
the storing section as one job (Column 3, line 63 - Column 4, line 3). 

Regarding claim 4, Kadowaki teaches an image forming device according to 
claim 1, wherein the storing section stores data of each of the jobs, the data including 
image data of the job and page count data of images constituting the job (Column 3, 
lines 47-52; Figure 1, 10). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 5-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kadowaki as applied to claim 1 and 4 above, and further in view of U.S. Patent 
5,731,879 by Maniwa et al. 
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Regarding claim 5, Kadowaki does not teach the image forming device according 
to claim 4, further comprising breakpoint page processing means for calculating 
breakpoint page data representing locations of partitions between the jobs based on the 
page count data stored in the storing section when combination of a plurality of jobs is 
instructed by the job combination instructing section. 

Maniwa does teach the image forming device according to claim 4, further 
comprising breakpoint page processing means for calculating breakpoint page data 
representing locations of partitions between the jobs based on the page count data 
stored in the storing section when combination of a plurality of jobs is instructed by the 
job combination instructing section (Column 15, lines 1-21). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Kadowaki by Maniwa to clearly mark breakpoints 
between jobs and to keep track of the number of pages processed. 

Regarding claim 6, Kadowaki does not teach the image forming device according 
to claim 5, further comprising: an inter-sheet mode designating section for designating 
an inter-sheet mode for inserting an inter-sheet for partitioning the jobs between groups 
of one or a plurality of recording sheets corresponding to the respective jobs; and an 
inter-sheet inserting mechanism for inserting an inter-sheet between the groups of 
recording sheets corresponding to the respective jobs based on the breakpoint page 
data calculated by the breakpoint page data processing means. 
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Maniwa does teach the image forming device according to claim 5, further 
comprising: an inter-sheet mode designating section for designating an inter-sheet 
mode for inserting an inter-sheet for partitioning the jobs between groups of one or a 
plurality of recording sheets corresponding to the respective jobs; and an inter-sheet 
inserting mechanism for inserting an inter-sheet between the groups of recording sheets 
corresponding to the respective jobs based on the breakpoint page data calculated by 
the breakpoint page data processing means (Column 15, lines 1-9). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Kadowaki by Maniwa to clearly mark the separation of 
print jobs. 

Regarding claim 7, Kadowaki does not teach the image forming device according 
to claim 5, further comprising: a chapter mode designating section for designating a 
chapter mode for chaptering processing groups of one or a plurality of recording sheets 
corresponding to the respective jobs so as to divide the jobs into chapters for 
partitioning the jobs, and a chapter partitioning mechanism for partitioning the groups of 
recording sheets into chapters of the respective jobs based on the breakpoint page data 
calculated by the breakpoint page data processing means. 

Maniwa does teach the image forming device according to claim 5, further 
comprising: a chapter mode designating section for designating a chapter mode for 
chaptering processing groups of one or a plurality of recording sheets corresponding to 
the respective jobs so as to divide the jobs into chapters for partitioning the jobs, and a 
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chapter partitioning mechanism for partitioning the groups of recording sheets into 
chapters of the respective jobs based on the breakpoint page data calculated by the 
breakpoint page data processing means (Column 15, lines 1-9). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Kadowaki by Maniwa to be able to clearly partition a print 
job with separation sheets. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Benjamin O. Dulaney whose telephone number is (571) 

272- 2874. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday (9am - 6pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L. Coles can be reached on (571) 272-7402. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




